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Entry for Residence as Dependants


Under the prevailing immigration policy, a Hong Kong permanent resident or a resident who is not subject to a limit of stay (i.e. a resident with the right to land or on unconditional stay) may sponsor his/her spouse, unmarried dependent child under the age of 18, or parent aged 60 or above to apply to join him/her for residence in Hong Kong as dependants.

2. This policy is also applicable to a person who has been admitted into Hong Kong to take up employment (as a professional, for investment to establish/join in business, or for training) or studies (in a full-time undergraduate or post-graduate programme in a local degree-awarding institution), or who is permitted to remain in Hong Kong as an entrant under the Capital Investment Entrant Scheme or the Quality Migrant Admission Scheme, except that his/her parents are not eligible for such immigration arrangement.

3. An application for admission of a dependant may be favourably considered if, among other considerations, the dependant could produce reasonable proof of a genuine relationship with the sponsor, there is no known record to the detriment of the dependant, and the sponsor is able to support the dependant’s living at a standard well above the subsistence level and provide him/her with suitable accommodation in Hong Kong.  
4. While each application is determined on its individual merits, the dependant should also meet normal immigration requirements (such as holding a valid travel document with adequate returnability to his/her country of residence or citizenship; be of clear criminal record and raise no security or criminal concerns to Hong Kong; have no likelihood of becoming a burden on Hong Kong, etc.) as well as the eligibility criteria detailed above before he/she may be considered for the grant of a visa/entry permit.  It should be noted that approval of applications is entirely discretionary and is subject to changes in government policies.  
5. It will normally take six weeks to process a visa/entry permit application for residence as dependant upon receipt of all the required documents.  The Immigration Department would not be able to start processing the application unless all the required documents and information are received.
6. Members who wish to acquire further information may wish to refer to the Guidebook for Entry for Residence as Dependants in Hong Kong, available online at the website of the Immigration Department at www.immd.gov.hk/en/services/hk-visas/dependents/guidebook.html, or contact Mr SO Chun-ho, Chief Immigration Officer of the Immigration Department at 2829 3223.
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